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Introduction  
 
The Don Bosco Training Centre is situated in Pasil, a slum 
area on the edge of Cebu City in the Philippines. The center is 
run by the Salesians, a Catholic organisation established by 
Saint Don Bosco, with a focus on helping the young. It is a 
vocational school for over one hundred trainees and offers 
practical training in Mechanical Technology, Garment Technol-
ogy, Wood and Furniture Technology and Automotive Tech-
nology. The trainees, aged between 16 and 26 years, attend 
the center for 12 months before proceeding to On-the-Job-
Training. They come from poor backgrounds and are unable 
to afford college fees. Many of them have skipped their school 
years because of financial problems. Others have struggled to 
obtain grades high enough to proceed to jobs. Many have ob-
tained contractual jobs for only six months at a time.  
  
The Don Bosco Training Center provides the trainees with vo-
cational skills, academic skills such as Maths and English and 
life skills such as Job Motivational Training and Salesian val-
ues. The Don Bosco Training Center instils the trainees with 
confidence and self-esteem. It gives them a chance to turn 
their lives around and gives them hope for a brighter future.  
  
The trainees are very talented and happy. They are always 
singing, dancing, joking and having fun. The centre is run to 
the saying of Don Bosco “Run, Jump, Shout and Play but 
avoid Sin”. Don Bosco is a lively place where the young can 
thrive. There are frequent programmes whereby the youth 
can present their talents and this in turn increases their confi-
dence and self-belief. At break times there is always a game 
of basketball taking place and in the corners of the gym there 
are always numerous games of chess being played, along with 
someone playing the guitar and singing. The trainees are just 
ordinary youth who have had a difficult start in life.  
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This booklet contains the „Life Stories‟ of some of the trainees. 
Its aim is not to evoke pity but to give a small insight into the 
life of the trainees here in Pasil. The trainees were asked to 
write a few words about their family background, about their 
coming to the Don Bosco Training Center, and their hopes for 
the future. You can now read their stories in their own words.  
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Jonathan M. Villarey  

I am a fine nice guy and a happy person. I have a poor family and 
we are living in the province of Cebu which is in Argolo. I have a 

broken family. I have a half sister and a half brother. But despite my 
situation we are a happy family.  

 

I wanted to come here to DBTC because I want to explore myself, 
learn what I can do to gain knowledge and someday if given a 

chance to finish my studies I want to look for a good job for my fu-
ture. Here in Don Bosco I changed my attitude to become a good 

person and I want also to be a good servant someday.  
 

I learned more knowledge about my study and in my course that I 

take which is in wood furniture technology to have an appropriate 
work and skill that I learned together with the teacher's instruction. 

And also being a good religious person, all that I learned here in 
DBTC is good values.  

 

Being a Bosconian is being an active, good person with good values, 
being a kind and obedient person responsible in all things, especially 

being a religious person.  
 

My plan for my future is to have a good job and I want to go abroad 
if given a chance for my opportunity to look for a job to help my 

family and be a good servant someday.  

 
I'm very thankful that I'm here in DBTC to prove my worth, capabil-

ity and experience being a good person and all that things and I 
learned here in DBTC. That's all THANK YOU… 
 

  33  

 

Reymarth E. Barcenal  

I am just a simple boy living together with my Mum and Dad and my 
brothers and sister. I am always scolded by my Papa because he says 

that I am a spoiled brat. I don't know why he says.  
 

On the day of May 26 1993 I was born. I was a cute and a healthy 

boy. I was taken care of by Maura and Reynaldo who are my Mama 
and Papa. In the year 1999 I started to go to school. In that year I 

was awarded the first honour in our class. Because of that I am de-
termined to learn. In the year 2004 I had successfully finished ele-

mentary school and in the year 2009 I finished high school. I stopped 
schooling for one year because of financial problems but I didn't 

loose hope. I still believed that I could go to school again in college. I 

searched for an opportunity and I found it in Plantation Bay Resort 
who were offering a scholarship program to people so they can study 

in Don Bosco Training Center. I grabbed that opportunity because it 
was a big chance for me.  

 

Before I studied here in Don Bosco I had a job but it was just a sim-
ple job to earn some salary so that I can buy the things I wanted. It 

is important to go to Don Bosco Training Center because there they 
will teach good manners and right conduct. They teach us to become 

a good Christian and an honest citizen. There, we will also learn skills 
that we can use in the future.  

 

All I hope for in the future is that I will be successful in whatever field 
I take. I also hope that I am happy in my life and live together with 

my family. I hope that I will have a stable life and job.  
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Julius Girasol Mabalcon 

Hi. First of all I want to greet you a pleasant day. I‟m Julius Girasol 
Mabalcon. I live in Bulacao, Cebu City. I have 5 brothers and 1 sister. 

My mother works in a spa and salon and I don‟t have a father be-
cause he left us a few years ago. My mother‟s name is Julieta Mabal-

can and my father‟s name is Geoly Mabalcon.  

 
When I came to Don Bosco my mother supported me. She is so 

happy that I have learnt so much at Don Bosco like skills, manners 
and how to treat other people.  

 
After this our training I will work hard and help my mother for our 

needed income for our family. I‟m thankful that I‟m here in Don 

Bosco.  
 

God Bless and Thank You!!!  
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Mei dela Victoria 

I'm Mei dela Victoria and I have 2 brothers and 3 sisters. My mother 
Judith dela Victoria is a housewife, and my father Jaime dela Victoria 

he's a Barangay Police officer. Before I went to Don Bosco I was 
studying in University of the Visayas taking up Education then I 

stopped studying because of the financial problem that's why I'm 

studying here in Don Bosco.  
 

I wanted to go here to Don Bosco because I will just try to learn 
about the Wood Working and all about how to operate the machine 

and how to cut the plywood. Being a Bosconian its a Catholic School 
and its a famous school. I hope that in the future I will have my own 

workshop and a mansion house. I am thankful to my parents be-

cause of my education and I learn all about the good values and atti-
tude. And thanks for the Lord of my life. I'm very thankful for the 

blessing because without him I wouldn't have what I have now.  
 

 

Edisa, C. Perpetua 
Hi! First of all I want to greet you, have a nice day. I'm Edisa Per-

petua. I live in Basak Lapu-Lapu City. I am 17 years of age. I have 4 
brothers and 2 sisters. My mother's name is Lolita Perpetua and my 

father's name is Bernard Perpetua. The job of my mother is a house-
wife and my father is a carpenter.  

 

My life before I went here to Don Bosco is I help my mother to make 
rags than I will sell it to have money to buy food. I wanted to come 

to Don Bosco Training Center because I wanted to learn a lot of 
things about the course that I take, to make good friends, and to 

learn more values and how to be a good person. 

 
Being Bosconian is being a good person, kind, and especially re-

spectfulness. My plans for my future is that I will go abroad and find 
a good job to help my family.  

 

I'm thankful to Plantation Bay that I am here in Don Bosco to learn 
how to be an honest and good person. And thank you GOD!!  
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Norberto III M. Taneo 

My father‟s job is a boatman. The work of the boatman is to find a 
tourist, then go island hopping, and my mother's job is a housewife. 

I have 3 brothers and 4 sisters. My brothers and sisters are all mar-
ried. I'm the only one who is not yet married.  

 

I wanted to come to Don Bosco Training Center because I want to 
help my parents. After I finish this school I will find a job. Then if I 

have a job I will help my parents with my everyday salary. I'm the 
only one who can help my parents.  I want to help them in return 

for the things they've done for me.  
 

I have learnt here in Don Bosco how to pray and how to be honest. 

In Don Bosco there are many ways how you change. You change 
your bad habits into good habits.  

 
Being a Bosconian means to me being a good Christian and honest 

citizen.  

 
My plan for my future is to finish this school and then find a job.  

 
I am thankful to come to Don Bosco because it has changed me life. 

 
 

 

Roy Anthony L. Saagundo 
Before I start to write my life story I would like to introduce myself. 

I am Roy Anthony L. Saagundo. I am 20 years of age from the is-
land of Bantayan. I was an illegitimate, I have no father and I 

stayed with my mother. My mother worked in my uncle's business to 

support my studies here in DBTC.  
 

My life before is so dark, I feel so alone too. I started to take many 
vices to satisfy my loneliness. Then my mother sent me here to Don 

Bosco so that I could change. I have so many good values to learn 

here in Don Bosco. I started to pray and I learnt how to use the holy 
rosary. I hope if I graduate here from Don Bosco I will find a good 

job and I want to help my mother soon. I am thankful because I 
study here in Don Bosco.  
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My life before Don Bosco was always hard work. I know that my par-

ent‟s salary is not enough so I had a small business selling soft 
drinks. I earned enough so that I could help my parents. In Don 

Bosco I have learnt how to discipline myself as a Bosconian student 
and I always thank our father in heaven.  

 

Karl Luigi Cabanero 
My name is Karl. I am 18 years old. We are 6 children. We are just a 

middle class family because my father can afford to send us to school 
as for now he has a nice job and my mother is just a house wife.  

 
I wanted to come to DBTC to learn new skills, good values and to 

learn more about spirituality and to have friends. Some day I want to 

help my friends. Being in DBTC I have learnt more knowledge about 
my course that I have taken which is the wood furniture technology. 

I have learnt appropriate skills from my good teachers and instruc-
tors. I have also learnt about religious which has helped my spiritual-

ity and I have learnt here in DBTC good values.  

 
Being a Bosconian is very nice because we can help people, helping 

each other, being a kind and obedient person, responsible in all 
things and being closer to God!!!  

 
I have a big plan for my future. If I‟m going to be a successful man I 

want to have my own shop and especially I want my four brothers 

and I sister to graduate with a college degree and I want to help my 
mother and father to have their dream big house. I‟m very thankful 

that I‟m here in DBTC to prove my worth and capability and be a 
good person. Thank you.  
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Ryan Prince L. Rojo  

I'm Ryan Prince L. Rojo, born on June 24 1989. I live in General 
Genes St, Sauary Calero. We are a big family because I have two 

brothers and one sister, in short we are 4 siblings in the family. My 
mother's name is Jenny L. Rojo and my father's name is Peddy P. 

Rojo and they are both fish vendors.  

 
My life before Don Bosco is not good to share because of what I've 

done before because I have always been in trouble. My mother was 
always worried about me, that's why they decided they will bring me 

to the province. For almost 2 years I lived there with my grand-
mother and also with my cousin.  

 

My mother wanted my to come to Don Bosco after I graduated in 
High School to change, to be a good person in the society and to 

learn how to discipline my self and also to learn more skills. And I 
have learnt so much here in Don Bosco about good values, how to 

be patient in everything and I learnt more about machines, how to 

operate them and to take the standard measurement.  
 

Here in Don Bosco I have experienced a lot of punishment when I 
made mistakes or disobeyed their rules but from those experiences I 

have learnt a lot about how to be a good person in the name of the 
Lord. It has changed me a lot because I know how to be man 

enough to face any struggles in my life.  

 
Being a Bosconian to me is to know God, to respect God and to love 

God and have fear to make mistakes in your life. I am thankful of my 
life because Don Bosco gave me a chance to change and to prove 

that I have learnt from my mistakes before. My plans for the future 

are to have a stable job and a happy family 10 years from now.  
 

 
Chriscan B. Nanoy 

In the Barangay of Sawang Calero, Pasil there was a Nanoy family 

who lived there. One member of this family is writing this life story. I 
am Chriscan B. Nanoy. I have one sister. My father‟s job is he is a 

regular employee of construction. My mother‟s job is she is a house 
wife. They want me to have a good future so they sell fruits and 

vegetables because they want me to go to Don Bosco.  
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Joseph A. Alesna  

I'm Joseph A. Alesna. I live in Sta. Ana, Barili, Cebu. Currently, I'm 
living with my sister in Sito Caimito, Banana, Cuadalype, Cebu City. I 

have 5 brothers and 4 sisters. My father's name is Vicente Alesna. 
My mother's name is Lina Alesna. My father is a driver and my 

mother is a vendor. One of my brothers is helping me to study in 

this school. He is a mechanic and I'm very proud of him.  
 

My life before Don Bosco is very hard because my family is not rich 
like the others. We are poor persons that have an ambition in life, so 

I consider this a big challenge in my life because I believe that this is 
a way to become successful.  

 

I wanted to come here to DBTC because I wanted to learn more and 
I want to become a better person someday. I want to help my family 

and for my future family.  
 

I've learnt here  English, Math, etc. And I also learnt here in Don 

Bosco to study about automotive mechanics and learn all the basic 
from the mentors. I'm also here in Don Bosco because I believe this 

school will help me a lot in order for me to achieve my goals in life. 
The knowledge and wisdom of this school will be a great help for 

me.  A Bosconian means to me they help us to reach the goals for 
every person in the country. They help us to have a better life in the 

future. I want to be a chief mechanic someday.  
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Joie Christian S. Cajarte 

Hi. First of all I want to great you a happy good day. My family 
background is a nice and peaceful and I have one sister and one 

brother. My father's job is he is an insurer but now he has stopped 
work because he has a bad condition in his body. My mother's job is 

a housewife and she sells fruit and other type of snacks etc. My sis-

ter is studying in 4th year high school and my brother is studying a 
vocational course.  

 
My life before is not good because I'm street children and I vandal-

ised things. I entered in DBTC to change my life so it was not like 
before. I have learnt to respect those who are older than me that's 

why I'm interested to study in Don Bosco. And for me being a 

Bosconian is good because the youth and the others are good and 
they know what is bad and the good.  

 
My plan and hopes of my life is be a good person at my job and I 

support my brother and my sister in their studies and especially to 

my parents, aunties and uncles because they supported me to study 
in Don Bosco Training Center.  

 
For me I am thankful for my parents and my aunties/uncles and my 

fellow teachers and fathers, brothers, and my classmates. I am 
thankful because I have learnt a lot, and for those who support me 

and who surround me and guided me to be a good person and fol-

low the right way. That's all thank you... GOD BLESS YOU ALL!!!  
 

Jason Janson  
I'm Jason Janson. I live in Ermita Proper Cebu City. Im 18 years of 

age. I have 5 brothers and 1 sister and I am the eldest. My father's 

name is Pernardo Janson. He is a driver and sometimes he is a tai-
lor. My mother's name is Marcialisa Janson, she is only a housewife. 

Now I am studying at Don Bosco Training Center – Pasil.  
 

My life before I was here in Don Bosco was I was just a “standby” 

and just have a boring life. Now, if I'm not here in Don Bosco maybe 
I would be the one who i addicted to drugs because all my friends 

from the past are now addicted to drugs.  
 

I wanted to come to DBTC because I wanted to change my life and 
move away from my past. And I want to improve my future to help 

my younger brothers and sisters.  
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Nino Brylle Yburan  

Hai! Hello! Ahhm my name is Nino Brylle Yburan. I am 16 years of 
age and I'm living in Kinasangan Pardo Cebu City. Ahm, my family 

background was really quiet! My father's name is Rolando Yburan and 
my mother's name is Annabel Yburan. But sad to day my mother 

passed away last 2001 and I'm an only child. My mother died due to 

her lung cancer and tuberculosis. I'm the only one son of the two of 
life.  

 
My life before when I was not yet here in Don Bosco, was something 

we can say irresponsible, because I have a lot of vices that I've tried. 
But when I heard this name Don Bosco Training Center and I have no 

other mind set at that point of time I grab the opportunity to be here 

in Don Bosco, even though it is a vocational school but this kind of 
school was religious, respectful, understanding etc. So it came to my 

mind that I want to be apart of that attitude and honestly speaking I 
have learnt so much here in Don Bosco. And I've experienced how to 

wake up early in the morning because I'm afraid to be late because I 

know that there are consequences if you are late. And this Don Bosco 
schools gives me a brighter future.  

 
Being a Bosconian person, you must have your faith and heart even if 

you are not studying here any more. I can give my “thumbs up” to all 
staff here in Don Bosco especially the 3 Salesians because they keep 

on reminding us what's good and what's bad. And sometimes they 

will give us principles or ideas of how to plan for our near future. I 
hope that I will own a machine shop, and a house and lot in the fu-

ture.  
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Richard C. Cantiveros  

My name is Richard C. Cantiveros. I live in 54 M. Dela Concefcion 
Street Pasil Cebu City. I'm 19 years of age. I was born on December 

30 1990. My mother's name is Catalina Cantiveros and my father's 
name is Roberto Cantiveros. I have 2 brothers and 3 sisters and I am 

the youngest of the family. Before I entered the school of Don Bosco 

I wasted my time playing games on the computer and bonding with 
my friends. I wanted to go to school at Don Bosco to have work. I 

have learnt here in Don Bosco more values and how to operate the 
machinery and how to use safety first. I experienced here in Don 

Bosco how to discipline myself and how to discipline others.  
 

After I came to Don Bosco I changed my attitude and I change my 

life to good values. For me being a Bosconian is following the hair 
cut and waking up early to go to school. That's what being Bosco-

nian is. I am thankful to the staff, volunteers and Salesians who 
teach me how to discipline myself and how to study. I plan to have a 

big business and to have a big family. 

 
 

Ian Abellanosa  
First of all happy pleasant day. I'm Ian Abellanosa, just call me for 

short Yasha. I am 18 years of age. I'm single and simple. I belong to 
a poor family. I have 4 sisters and 4 brothers. I like a light color like 

pink, blue, yellow, green and red because the symbol of pink is a 

wonderful flower and blue is a beautiful sky.  
 

I am taking up machine shop – it is my course in Don Bosco. I am 
walking in the Don Bosco way. I want to be a good Christian and 

Salesian. I am learning from a joyous past. For us it is a wonderful 

way because in this way Jesus is near to you. Don Bosco has 
changed me a lot because teachers of Don Bosco are good and joy-

ous and my attitude has changed here whereas in my life before I 
would be angry but now I am a humble man I hope. I want to be a 

good Bosconian because now I've changed my life. If I graduate 

from Don Bosco I will first thank the brothers, fathers and teachers 
in Don Bosco. My plans for my future is that I want to be a good me-

chanic and also a good Bosconian and Salesian.  
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Here in Don Bosco I've learn a lot of good things. One of these 

things is how to respect yourself and to help yourself. I have also 
learnt how to love or respect GOD because Don Bosco is a religious 

school.  
 

Being a Bosconian it means to me to change my life. And now I'm 

planning my better future. My plan is to become a successful me-
chanic. And I hope Don Bosco will continue to help the street chil-

dren for the future.  
 

Thanks to Don Bosco where I changed my life, my dark life from 
yesterday.  

 

(A “standby” is someone who has left school but is unemployed)  
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Jeke Repoledon 

I am Jeke Repoledon. I am 19 years of age. I live in Carcar City 
Cebu. I have 2 brothers and 1 sister. My mother's name is Teresita 

Repoledon, she is housewife. My father's name is Nicolas Repoledon 
Sr., he is a driver.  

 

I'm a standby before Don Bosco came into my life. I wanted to 
come to DBTC because I know DBTC will teach me the way to suc-

ceed at being a good citizen.  
 

I have learnt here in DBTC seek first to understood, then to under-
stand. I have learnt how to respect the citizens, and it all changed 

my life by being respectful and to be respected by others.  

 
Being a Bosconian means to me that I am a good and respectful 

person. My plan for my future is to have a good life and help others 
which needs my help. I am thankful of DBTC because of them they 

gave me a better life and a better future.  

 
 

 
Norberto Boiser 

My name is Norberto Boiser. I come from a poor family. My father's 
work is a janitor and my mother's work is none. I have 2 brothers 

but my eldest brother is already married. I have 2 nephews courtesy 

of my eldest brother. My family wanted me to enrol in this school 
because they want me to learn moral values the skills to be a good 

worker. I'm happy that I study here because this is the school that I 
want to go to.  

 

Before I enrolled in DBTC I worked in mall being a sales crew. My 
contract was 5 months only. Then I stopped. Before I stopped I ap-

plied at the Convention Center for the position of waiter. 2 months 
later the Convention Center called my number asking me to prepare 

for my interview. Then they approved me being a waiter. So I 

worked again. I realised that being a waiter is so difficult. I sug-
gested to my mother that I wanted to study here so that I have a 

chance to go abroad because of the course that they teach here 
makes you fit to work abroad.  
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As a Bosconian I am a responsible person. I know how to pray the 

rosary and how to be respectful to all people who live with us. I 
know how to forgive those people who committed sins to me and 

to be faithful to God and to take your time to do your extraordinary 
duty.  

 

I am thankful to be one of the scholars in Don Bosco and thankful 
for the values you give us. I am thankful to be one of the Bosco-

nians. Many graces will fill you in heaven and lastly I am thankful to 
God because God is the reason why I am here in Don Bosco Train-

ing Center and thank you to my parents and friends who support 
me.  

 

My plan after I graduate in Don Bosco is to go to another country 
to have a big income to support my parents and after that I will 

come back to the Philippines to have my own single family. My next 
plan is to have my own shop in Cebu City and my last step to the 

plan is to help my other friends and other people that need my help 

in overcoming financial problems. I will live the simple life of being 
a friend and supporter.  
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Jantzel Lanzaderas 

I am Jantzel Lanzaderas taking a course of Mechanical Technology. 
I am the eldest brother. My mother is Edna Lanzaderas and my 

father is Lamelo Lanzaderas. The occupation of my mother is 
housekeeper in the house of my tita and my father is a great car-

penter and sometimes he is a construction worker. I have one 

brother and is name is Jayson Lanzaderas. As a small family with 
live in Barangay Suba Pasil Cebu City.  

 
When I was not studying in Don Bosco I am such a bad person 

because I made many mistakes. The volcanoes in my head were 
hot. Then last year I studied in Pasil Night High School (PNHS). I 

was one of the candidates of the CAT and I am so very proud of 

this because I am the winner. Then after I graduated from PNHS I 
planned to take a course in Don Bosco.  

 
I wanted to come to Don Bosco first to learn more about values 

and meet new friends. I am so very excited when I entered DBTC. 

I want to learn more about machines. I am so very proud that I 
am the one who operates the machines because after this voca-

tional course I will go abroad.  
 

I have learnt so many values here because of the rules and regula-
tions. I follow the rules and I have learnt how to calm my self. 

That decision is so very important and it is so much better to calm 

yourself. I also learnt how to pray the rosary and how to share 
more about myself.  

 
I am the president of my section but as a president my classmates 

are not like me. Because I am the president I am so very strict in 

attendance and lateness. I am trying to follow what Brother Carlo 
said – I am the president and I have the responsibility to make the 

class alive.  
 

Don Bosco has changed my life as I have learnt how to save time 

because time is gold or money. Every Sunday I go to church and 
every Friday I go to Santo Nino so say the rosary prayer. I have 

changed my life here. I am now the person who is very responsible 
and follows his duties. And lastly I now respect all members of Don 

Bosco, for example teachers and students.  
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Kevin Fernandez 

My name is Kevin Fernandez. I live in Pasil, Lawis and I'm 18 years 
old and I study in Don Bosco Training Center Pasil. I have 3 brothers 

and 1 sister and my mother's name is Elizabeth. She is working in 
the Church. She is the cook of the feeding program for the malnour-

ished children and she also cooks for the Salesian here in Don Bosco 

Pasil on a Saturday.  
 

My life before being in Don Bosco Pasil is like this. I studied in Pasil 
Elementary School from grade 1 to 5. Then when I was grade 6 I 

went to Don Bosco Boys Home, Liloan. I studied there until I gradu-
ated High School. When I stayed in Don Bosco Boys Home I learnt 

many things, for example playing music instrument and especially 

how to be a good Christian and honest citizen.  
 

I wanted to come to DBTC Pasil because I wanted to know what is 
the life of being a trainee. When studied here in DBTC I learnt many 

things. I learnt new skills, knowledge,  and I learnt better habits. 

Being Bosconian to me is being a good boy and some say that you 
are not Bosconian if you don't have a rosary in your pocket. I stud-

ied in DBTC Pasil because I want to be ready for my future. My plans 
for the future is to have a beautiful wife and healthy child and good 

work. That is why I want to thank Don Bosco because without him 
there is no Don Bosco in many countries that help many youth like 

me. That's all thank you...  
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Edmund E. Paquibot 

I am Edmund E. Paquibot. I am 17 years of age. I came from Mali-
nao, Agus Lapu-Lapu City. I was the son of Mr Ernesto and Marieta 

Paquibot. My parents are unemployed. My father was a gutter 
worker and my mother only stayed in our house. Sometimes my 

parents have a business to add income to support out needs. Before 

I came here to Don Bosco, because we don't have money to enrol 
me in college, I have experienced many jobs, like becoming a baker, 

a waiter and a designer in the catering business of my uncle. Also I 
used to be a refiller at the purified water refilling station of my un-

cle. What an experience! Even though it made me very tired every-
day and I was very stressed, I'm very thankful because I had helped 

my parents.  

 
I have learnt many gainful skills at Don Bosco. It helps me to be-

come a religious person, be responsible and be skilled. Bosconian for 
me is a community of the followers of Don Bosco that helps even 

young people to reach their goals and dreams and also to make 

people closer to God. I really want to become a teacher someday 
because it is really my interest and I want to have a happy family, to 

see my kids be successful. I really wish for that!  
 

For all of the things that happened to me, I am very thankful first to 
God, to my parents and also to the people around me that make me 

strong and helped me to become a good person.  
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Michael Jhun Paraiso 

I am Michael Jhun Paraiso. I am 18 years of age. I live in Fr Jaca St. 
Inayawan Cebu City, 6000 Philippines. We are 4 in the family. I have 

1 brother. My life before being in Don Bosco is not as brilliant as to-
day because before I have a lot of questions that I want to know the 

answers to. For example why we always say that when we pray for 

example Mary Help of Christians “pray for us”. I wondered why we 
ask the Saints to pray for us because in my understanding we must 

pray for ourselves not the Saints because people commit sins, not the 
saints nor the angels because they are good ones, not like us hu-

mans. But now I understand why we must say those words “pray for 
us”.  

 

I wanted to come here in Don Bosco because I wanted to help my 
family and especially my mother for all the good things that she has 

give me. And also I want to have a good future for my later life. I 
have learnt many things here in Don Bosco like how to be closer to 

God, to know God, to love God, to be with him in heaven someday. I 

also learnt many kinds of new skills and other Christian values. Don 
Bosco changed my soul, from worst to best. I can feel myself chang-

ing.  
 

For me being a Bosconian is a great honour for all of us because we 
belong in a big family of Don Bosco and being Bosconian is not meas-

ure in the title only but in act, in mind and especially in our hear and 

in our soul. Because let us say that you are a Bosconian in title but in 
your innerself you are shifting from what Bosconian really means you 

are then not a true Bosconian. Your just a beautiful tom without 
white paint outside but inside it is full of corpses and rotten bodies of 

the dead.  

 
I'm thankful for our Mother Mary, and our Lord Jesus for giving me a 

chance to renovate myself even if I'm not worthy to be called a 
Bosconian because of my past. And even if I am a man living in sin 

they still have me a chance to exist and renovate myself. My plans for 

my life is to help my family, to set them free and to remember all the 
good things, skills and values that I've learnt here in Don Bosco for 

my later life and for my next generation.  
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Romelio S. Aro Jr.  

My name is Romelio S. Aro Jr. I have 3 sisters and I'm the only boy. 
My mother died on December 22 1997. My father is still alive now. 

Before, we had a happy family. We laughed together and we had a 
business but when my mother died our plans for our family were 

ruined because my mother is the only one who can discipline us, in-

cluding my father. Because of that reason, our business was bank-
rupt. I try my best to forget the past and face the future. But my 

mother is still in my mind because she is my mother!!  
 

So, when I graduated from High School I planned to go to school at 
Don Bosco but I didn't have any money so couldn't afford schooling 

in Don Bosco. So I stopped studying for 2 years. When my eldest 

sister had a good job in Mepsa Company I told her that I'd like to go 
to school in DBTC and please support me! So she supports me. I 

wanted to go to school in DBTC because I want to learn more about 
many kinds of machines like the lathe machine.  

 

I learnt in DBTC school how to discipline myself and how to operate 
machines like the lathe machine and to go to church every Wednes-

day. My best experiences in DBTC school are being a good person 
and having many friends. DBTC gave me a chance to continue my 

goals in life. They changed me to be a good person and a religious 
person and to wake up early.  

 

Being a Bosconian means to me being good, helpful, religious and a 
healthy person. I'm so thankful to all the Salesians in DBTC school 

because they give me a good and wonderful future in my life. I hope 
in the future, I will be a successful machine operator and a good and 

religious Bosconian.  
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Brayan Sagarino 

Hello Benefactors. Before I introduce my family background and 
home, first of all I want to greet you a GOOD DAY!!! I am Brayan 

Sagarino. I am 18 years old. I live in Abellana St. Suba Cebu City. I 
have three brothers and two sisters. My mother's name is Gelma 

Sagarino, Occupation Laborer. And I studying in DBTC, taking the 

course of Automotive Mechanics for 1 year. Here in DBTC, I want to 
learn more values and more knowledge about Automotive and to 

increase my skill level. And I know this school is a religious school. 
And this school can help me to build or to catch up my goal. If I fin-

ish or graduate at this school, I will apply to all the companies that 
need new applicants so that I can help my parents.  

 

 
Aljun Baguio  

I'm Aljun Baguio. I am 18 years of age, born on October 7 1922. I 
live with my parents and grandparents. I have 2 sisters. We live in 

Ermita Proper.  

 
When I was studying in high school at Gothong Memorial National 

High School I was always bad always cutting classes and then play-
ing computer games so my grades were low. When I graduated from 

high school I didn't study at college because my parents couldn't 
afford the tuition fee so I was a standby for 1 year. I realised that I 

was wasting my time so I enrolled to DBTC. I study at DBTC be-

cause I want to learn to fix a machine and especially to become a 
good Christian and honest citizen.  

 
I've learned a lot of things in DBTC and changed my behaviour. Be-

ing a Bosconian is not easy. If you are a Bosconian you are always 

ready for what will happen in the future and you are a honest person 
so that you can help many people around you.  

 
My plans for the future is to have a stable job and good wife and 

cute babies. I am thankful to study in DBTC because I've become an 

Bosconian. Not studying in DBTC can call you a Bosconian instead it 
is your behaviour. Thanks to Don Bosco because he built good train-

ing centers all over the world. He helped all the youth in this world. 
That's all thank you!!  
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Julievhen Ug 

I'm Julievhen Comaling Ug. I am 17 years of age. I was born on 
March 20 1993. I have 2 brothers and 1 sister and I am the eldest. 

My father is Melchor Ug. He is a meat shop worker only. My mother 
is Judith Ug. She is in the house only and has a small catery.  

 

My life before I entered the school in Don Bosco, I worked at a gro-
cery store. And at that time I was a person who did not really have 

faith in God. I am also the person that has no plan for the future.  
 

I wanted to go to school at Don Bosco Training Center because I 
realized that I have no good future in being a worker at a grocery 

store. I wanted also to go to school in Don Bosco Training Center 

because it is a religious school so that I shall know God better and to 
be closer with him.  

 
My life has changed in Don Bosco because I am now religious, a 

good Christian and honest citizen. And in this school I have learnt 

more skills that is important when I shall look for a job.  
 

Being Bosconian for me is to be a good Christian, honest citizen and 
to have faith in God. I'm planning for my future after being here in 

Don Bosco to have a good job. I hope that I will be successful some-
day whatever I do. I'm thankful that I am now a Bosconian because 

now I know what I should I do for the future of my life.  

 
 

Teresito S. Paraiso  
I'm Teresito S. Paraiso. I am 18 years of age. I'm next eldest of my 

family. My life before Don Bosco since I was grade 6 I was such a 

bad boy in those days but I am honest and loyal to my family, 
grandpa and grandma. In those years I concentrated on playing vol-

leyball and basketball. At that time I saw that someday I would 
change me life and my attitude and someday I would make it my 

ambition to help my parents to finance my family. But now when I 

am here in Don Bosco I have learnt how to discipline ourself and 
other relatives because so many religious people are here in Don 

Bosco and also I have learnt more skills like Automotive Technology.  
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Antonio Halina Jr  

Halou. My name is Antonio Halina Jr. I'm 18 years old. I have 1 
brother and 1 sister. Before, I lived in Leyte. I graduated there in ele-

mentary and high school. I graduated from high school in 2009. After 
I graduated high school I decided to help my family. I worked with 

my father as an Assistant Carpenter. I worked with him for 10 

months. After that, my uncle told me that he would support my stud-
ies. He wanted me to study here in Don Bosco.  

 
I like it here also because Don Bosco is a religious school. It is my 

chance to be near to God. I want to study here because I want to 
learn skills that can help me reach my goals in life. I have learnt a lot 

of good values and skills here in Don Bosco. He made me stronger to 

go to school daily.  
 

The changes in my life here in Don Bosco are that he make my faith 
in God stronger. I am now more religious than before. And he gave 

me the desire to do what I want to do.  

 
Being a Bosconian means that you are a good person, religious and 

honest but also a wise person. A Bosconian never thinks that he/she 
cannot do what others can do. We believe that if others can do we 

can also do it by the help and faith in God.  
 

I'm thankful for all the blessings that God has brought to me and I'm 

thankful that I'm here at Don Bosco.  
 

My goals in my life that I want to reach is to have my own shop and 
house and also to have a happy family.  
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Junard Oroc  

First of all I would like to introduce myself to you, my name is Junard 
Oroc. I'm 20 years old. I live in Sitio Kalumboyan Buhisan Cebu City. 

Actually I come from the land of Promise, Mindanao. I grew up there 
and spent my childhood days with my grandparents. My father died 

when I was 2 years old. So my uncle is the one who supported my 

schooling and loved me as they did to their children. My mother mar-
ried another man and we with my brother were banished to the 

house because her husband told me you will go into exile in this 
place. My mother was shocked about the news about us so she is so 

helpless for us to go back home. Here in Cebu I spent my life as a 
student and building up my character to what I am today. This is the 

tragic story of my life.  

 
Here in Don Bosco I would say they made me the person of what I 

am and who I am. This question remains in my mind and I was con-
fused by this question. Here in Don Bosco  has lit up my way to be-

come an honest citizen and good Christian. I came to Don Bosco to 

refresh all my past and to develop my self esteem to go through the 
harshness of life. I have learnt to mingle with my colleagues and 

staff here. Also I'm a machine operator so I also learn a little of basic 
machine operation but its still not as much as the seniors know. I 

expected myself to become good and develop my skill. I am trying 
my best to excel.  

 

My experiences here will truly help me in the future, like praying, 
playing and doing out daily chores. Don Bosco Training Center 

change me a lot especially in my character.  
 

A Bosconian truly nurtures the values, executes the tasks and is re-

sponsible in different fields. Most of all a Bosconian does God's work.  
 

I'm so thankful to God that I was born into this chaotic life and of 
what I am today. What I am in the future only God knows. I offer 

my life to Him and to serve Him as best as I can. I am also thankful 

to my uncle and auntie for giving me the opportunity to change my 
life, guiding me and enlightening me.  
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Clieford Fuentes 

I am Clieford Fuentes. I'm 17 years old. I have 2 brothers and 1 sis-
ter. My mother's name is Mrs Ylima Fuentes and my father's name is 

Mr Efren Fuentes. He is a furniture designer. And I live in Ibabao 
Agus, Lapu Lapu City. Before my life is not good because I don't 

have a job. I was a bystander at that time and I was very jealous 

because all my cousins went to college. But now I'm very thankful 
because Plantation Bay Resort and Spa offered me a scholarship and 

luckily I passed the exam. Without them I couldn't go to DBTC.  
 

I wanted to go to DBTC because some people say that DBTC is a 
good school, has good training and it is also a Catholic school. I have 

learnt here in DBTC how to become a good Christian and honest 

citizen. Without Don Bosco I would not have become a religious per-
son because honestly before I didn't know how to pray the rosary 

but now because of the DBTC I have learnt how to pray the prayer 
of the rosary. And I like the way they discipline the trainees in DBTC.  

 

For me being a Bosconian is a community of religious people that 
helps the youth to reach their dreams in life. My plans after I gradu-

ate in DBTC are I will find a good job and build a good and happy 
family and someday soon in the future if I have a small business I 

will help the Don Bosco Training Center in a little way.  
 

First of all I'm very thankful to the Lord because he plans all the 

things in my life. Second is the Plantation Bay because without them 
I couldn't go to school and also I'm very thankful for all the staff 

here in Don Bosco Training Center specially Bro. Carlo Bacalla SBD.  
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Joewen Bacalla Ragosta  

Hi, hello Ms. Claire, I hope you are fine upon reading this letter of 
mine about myself! Okay, lets get on it! He he :)  

 
By the way, I'm Joewen Bacalla Ragosta. I am 24 years of age. I 

was born on October 21, 1986. I'm the only child of Mr Joephanes 

Ragosta and Mrs Adelaida Ragosta. My father came from Pardo, 
Cebu City and my mother came here from Pasil, Cebu City. We are 

now living here in Pasil since I was born!  
 

I finished my primary education in To-ong Elementary school and 
my secondary education was in Consolacion National High School. I 

never went to college because of financial problems. That's why af-

ter I graduated from my high school I looked for a job to help my 
parents and I was hoping that I can also support myself through 

college. But sad to say, it didn't happen because my salary was not 
enough for college; it's very expensive.  

 

I worked  in a food chain, first at Chowking E-mall for 8 months and 
then Chowking Consolacion for 10 months and the last job was a 

salon nearby to Robinson. I am the cashier there for 16 months or 1 
year and 4 months but I resigned when my grandmother had a 

heart attack. I'm the one who took care of her until she died last 
year.  

 

I came here to Don Bosco because I wanted to learn skills and de-
velop more my relationship with God. The last thing is I want to 

have a better job in the future. I have learnt a lot here in Don 
Bosco. First, I'm learning now the skills, second I will make God the 

center of my life!  

 
I have had a lot of experiences here since the very first day until 

now. The most unforgettable experience of mine here in Don Bosco 
is our hiking endurance from here in the school to Talisay City. It's a 

long walk for me. We started at 5 am in the morning and finished at 

11 am, 6 hours under the heat of the sun.  
 

The school has changed me a lot, from not attending mass and reli-
gious activities before compared to now when I'm very active in any 

activities related to the church.   
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Melissa A. Caballes 

One day a little girl was born in the town of Ubay Barangay of Tipolo. 
Her name is Melissa A. Caballes and that was me... I was born on 

January 15 1985. I'm the luckiest sibling in the family because my 
family give me everything such as love, care, materials or things I 

needed and attention. I am the youngest, that is why. We are seven 

siblings. I have 4 brothers and 2 sisters. My mother was married 
twice. There are 4 siblings from the first husband and we are 3. My 

father was her second husband. He died early when I was 2 years 
old and from that time I never felt like what others felt with their 

father. But even though I was still lucky because God gave me a su-
per good and wonderful mother. She's the only one who raised our 

family.  

 
Since I was 18 years old I started working with the companies until 

last year. All my work before was contractual only. I was thinking at 
that time about my degree course. How can I have a stable job if I 

don't have any degree attainment, but I can't continue my studies in 

college due to financial problems. Until, I met my cousin here in Pasil 
Cebu and we talked about some of my personal problems. I men-

tioned about my schooling and she offered to help me and she intro-
duced me to the Don Bosco Training Center. I was interested and so 

I am here. I'm so thankful to God for letting me to come here to Don 
Bosco. I have learnt a lot here, especially how to be a good person 

and how good is not enough if we can do things better then do your 

best. I have learnt how to live religiously and be respectful to the 
elders.  

 
I have had a lot of experiences, maybe if I will mention them all this 

paper is not enough... But during my Bosco life this experience was 

the most unforgettable. The bonding between our classmates. We 
drank alcohol with them, celebrating the birthday of Apromino Cas-

ing. And sadly, Brother Carlo caught us. He sanctioned us and we 
were put under a public warning. Hehehe... Even though, it was a 

very funny moment.  

 
I will do my best to fulfil all my dreams and goals in life. I'm sure 

God will grant it, because this goal is not for my own goodness. The 
majority of my goals are for my family and for those who will need 

my help soon.  
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Ren Lloyd Mercado  

My name is Ren Lloyd Mercado. I am 19 years of age. I was born on 
March 21 1991. I live in Bacayan, Cebu City. I am studying at Don 

Bosco Training Center taking up a Mechanical Technology course. 
My father's name is Renato Mercado. He works in my uncles com-

pany as a bodyguard and also as a personal drive. My mother's 

name is Esterlita Mercado. She is a hairstylist. I have a younger 
brother. His name is Ren Marvin Mercado. He is a high school stu-

dent already.  
 

On the other hand, before I came here to Don Bosco I studied in 
college taking up an Information Technology course. I found the 

course very difficult, especially solving problems and analyzing how 

to do the program. In other words, I got a failure in my major sub-
jects.  

 
In spite of this, I transferred here to Don Bosco to train in technical 

skills because this school teaches us well in Christian values and 

skills. This school has helped my character to build up into a good 
person. I have learnt a lot of moral and spiritual values and also how 

to operate machines. I also have had a lot of experiences here in 
Don Bosco, especially that I have a lot of friends.  

 
To sum up, Don Bosco has changed my life to become a more re-

sponsible Christian. For me, Bosconian means being a good and 

honest citizen and also having good spiritual values. I am thankful to 
Don Bosco Training Center because they have given me a chance to 

live in a better way as a Christian. Someday, if I will become suc-
cessful in my profession I will make more jobs for my fellow citizens 

when I have a Machine Shop Company.  
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Being Bosconian means a lot for me because I am proud to say now  

that I am a good Christian, I have the values!  
 

I'm very thankful to Don Bosco for the skills I learnt and especially 
the values, because they matter the most.  

 

For my future, I do have many plans for my life. But the best thing 
is I want to have a stable job after I study here in the training cen-

ter. Not only for myself but it is also for my parents, it's my way of 
thanking them for everything they have done for me. The last one is 

I want to have a stable job for my upcoming family and I want to 
live happily with them and teach my future children the values I 

learnt here in Don Bosco!  

 
That's all, Thanks! :)  

 
 

Samson B. Cano 

 Dear Benefactor,  
 

First of all I would like to greet you a good day. How are you? I 
hope you are in a good health. By the way, I am Samson B. Cano, 

but you just call me Samso for short. I'm already 25 years of age 
and studying at Don Bosco Training Center. I 

 

'm studying here because I want to be a good Christian and honest 
citizen. I want also to change my life's direction because I had an 

bad yesterday.  
 

I had stopped schooling for almost 5 years, because of a lack of fi-

nancial funds. My father become blind when I was 12 years old and 
my mother took a job for our daily needs and the salary of my 

mother was not enough for us. That is why I decided to stop school-
ing and support my family's daily needs. When my father and 

mother is gone 3 years ago I'm perusing my study with the help of 

my elder sister.  
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Alcent J Lupian 

Hi my name is Alcent J Lupian. I am the first child of Alberta and Vin-
cent Lupian, but I have a half brother named Jodan Justiniane. I 

have two sisters named Joycent and Janien Lupian.  
 

My life before Don Bosco is so amazing because my parents took me 

to Bohol to experience the life there. I have many experiences in 
Bohol like going to the forests to get spiders and stealing coconuts 

with my friends. And of course I helped my grandma and grandpa 
with their activities everyday.  

 
I have one reason why I want to come here in Don Bosco to learn 

how to be a better person and a good Christian but of course to 

learn new skills.  
 

I have many experiences here in Don Bosco. Don Bosco has changed 
my whole life because in the past I slept at 12:00 midnight but now I 

sleep at 7 o'clock in the evening. Before I didn't know how to pray 

but now I know how to prey.  
 

Being a Bosconian is so sacred for me because the name Bosco is so 
religious and a kind name. And now I am so thankful for being a 

Bosconian as it has changed me a lot.  
 

My plan for the future is to be rich and be a businessman. And also I 

will build a happy family. I hope someday my plans will come true 
and will not only be in my imagination. I hope so.  
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Earl P. Ando 

Hi by the way I'm Earl P. Ando. I am 18 years of age. I'm taking a 
machine shop course in Don Bosco Training Center. I am a poor per-

son and I'm the second to last son of Mr Edgarde and Mrs Florencia 
Ando; a poor family but happy together as one family. My father is a 

welder and my mother is a housewife.  

 
My life before Don Bosco was very difficult. I was working every day 

because my family was on a low income but God helped me every-
day. I wanted to come to Don Bosco because I try my best to help 

my father and my family. I learnt in Don Bosco values and how to be 
nearer to God and how to respect other people. I have experienced 

how to operate the machines and I have been given values and 

changed my life. Bosconian means to me to be the best citizen in the 
world and I am proud to be a Bosconian. I am thankful because they 

have changed me. I hope to be a professional machinist and own a 
shop someday.  

 

Thank you!!!  
 

 
Maria Cherill Enopia  

My name is Maria Cherill Enopai. I am 20 years old. I live in Magsay-
say St. Pasil but I come from the province of Dalaguete. I am the 

fourth of fourteen children of Mr and Mrs Enopia. My father is Mr 

Aguilio Enopia Sr. He is a farmer and my mother is Mrs Paterna Eno-
pia. She is a housewife. Before I studied in Don Bosco I helped my 

uncle to assist in his little store. He gave my money as my allowance. 
Then after a few months he approached me to go to Manila to take 

care of his store because he will take a vacation and meet some rela-

tives and family there in Cebu. I decided to go to Manila then after a 
few months I met my cousins. Then after seven months I decided to 

come back to Cebu to study at Don Bosco. I wanted to come to Don 
Bosco because I know that Don Bosco can help me to improve and 

develop myself.  

 
I have learnt here in Don Bosco how to be a good Christian and re-

spectful to the elders. I have learnt also how to operate machines. 
Don Bosco has changed me a lot. For example, my attitudes and I 

now control myself against saying bad words.  


